Through Th

Friday, September 11, | interviewed a few
overnight guests at the Rescue Mission.
These are their words and stories.

(The names provided -are not real names. [Eoakiries
These stories have been shared with their permission.)

“After I got fired, I lost my house. I've been on the streets every since. I've been out
of work. I try to hold myself up, but get nervous in the interview if they ask where
I live. 'm shy about my predicament. I'm in a desperate state in my life. Getting a
job...it’s a matter of getting your foot in the doorway. Like me, I'm 50 years old
now. It knocks me out of the pocket. I was diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia
and depression. Just one little obstacle gets in the way.

I've been on a roller coaster since 2005. The bank put everything in'storage.
When I got out of jail, I had no money to get the stuff. The case was dis-
missed....but everything was gone. If it wasn't for this place...if you don’t have
someplace to eat, someplace secure to lay down and sleep...it’s survival. I lowered
my pride big time. It’s embarrassing. It's appreciative. I need it. 'm pushing myself
everyday to stay focused. Either I'll find work or get SSI, which ever comes first. If
you're disabled, they say, ‘No, we don’t want you.” They give tax incentives, but
they do not hire. Sometimes I'm tempted to lie because I'm that desperate. I'm at
that desperate state. Once my boss sees how I move and work hard...it’s all good.
Sometimes, you feel sorta stuck. You find a job you only make peanuts, but you
have no time to look for the better job. It’s one never ending struggle for me. I had
a401 K and I was in the process of fixing my teeth. All in one hour it all stopped.




Through whhe

When I do get a job, my first thought is ‘they are going to find a reason to fire me
and I'll be stuck” I'm afraid to spend money because I may need it in the future.
Where am I going to get the next money I need if I spend it. I've had this six dol-
lars in my pocket for two weeks. I'm looking for a landscaping, ditch digging job.
I would tell someone hiring me, let me work for you for a week. I would be getting




